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INTEL'S TOP EXECUTIVE TO SPEAK AT UM COMMENCEMENT 
MISSOULA-
The man credited with perfecting Intel's powerful microprocessors will speak at The University 
of Montana's 112th Commencement ceremonies on Saturday, May 16, at the Adams Center.
Craig Barrett, chairman of the board for technology giant Intel Corp., will speak at the 9:30 a.m. 
ceremony for the College of Arts and Sciences and College of Technology. He will speak again during the 
2 p.m. ceremony for the professional schools of business administration, fine arts, journalism and 
education and the Colleges of Forestry and Conservation and Health Professions and Biomedical 
Sciences.
UM will present two honorary doctorate degrees during the Commencement ceremonies, as 
well. Caleb Shields, a resident of the Fort Peck Reservation, will receive an honorary Doctor of Humane 
Letters degree during the morning ceremony, and Phyllis Washington of Missoula will receive an 
Honorary Doctor of Education degree during the afternoon ceremony.
Barrett, a materials engineer educated at Stanford University, spent 10 years on the Stanford 
faculty before joining Intel Corp. as a technology development manager in 1974. Ten years later, he 
began a rapid rise through the ranks of the corporation that made words like Pentium and Xeon 
household names. Barrett was promoted to vice president of Intel in 1984, then named senior vice
president in 1987 and executive vice president in 1990.
In 1992 Barrett was elected to Intel Corp.'s board of directors and named the company's chief 
operating officer in 1993. He became Intel's fourth president in 1997, chief executive officer in 1998 and 
chairman of the board in 2005.
A leading advocate for improving education in the United States and around the world, Barrett's 
passion has always been to open the gates of opportunity for students by raising academic standards, 
improving school quality and assuring access to higher education for a wider range of students, 
according to Intel public relations. Barrett has testified before Congress about strengthening math, 
science and technology education; advised the president on education issues; and has been an 
outspoken proponent of higher standards in schools.
Intel manufactures the processor found in most personal computers. It also develops specialized 
hardware and software systems used by the medical profession for in-home monitoring and care of 
chronically ill patients, among other health care systems.
In addition, Intel contributes technology to improve education. Barrett thrives on seeing 
firsthand the tangible results of Intel's contributions to re-energizing education through engagement of 
students.
UM President George Dennison said he was thrilled to have someone so committed to 
education speak at such an important event. "Craig Barrett has the experience and background to 
provide instructive counsel for these young people beginning a new and exciting phase in their lives. I 
especially appreciate the commitment and passion he has brought to the effort to improve our 
educational system for the benefit of our children and ultimately our society."
Washington shares Barrett's keen interest in education, thus explaining why members of the 
UM School of Education nominated her for the honorary doctorate she will receive during the afternoon 
ceremony. A former Missoula elementary school teacher, Washington has long been an ardent 
supporter of the School of Education, both financially and with her time.
Last May, a groundbreaking ceremony was held at UM for the new state-of-the-art Phyllis J. 
Washington Education Center, adjacent to the Education Building. The new center was financed by 
Dennis and Phyllis Washington with the single largest financial gift to the University in its 115-year 
history. The University will dedicate the center during Homecoming in October 2009.
Phyllis Washington also serves on the School of Education's Advisory Board. She has given 
generously of her time to help with two successful capital campaigns, both in raising money and 
organizing celebrations at their successful conclusions. The Washingtons have contributed to countless 
scholarships and building and renovation projects over the last 20 years, including the Gallagher Building 
for the School of Business Administration, Prescott House and Washington-Grizzly Stadium.
Shields, a highly regarded leader on the Fort Peck Reservation, left his reservation for 15 years 
for the military and work in California and Mexico, but returned in 1973 to serve his people. From 1975 
to 1999, Shields served as an elected official on the Fort Peck Tribal Executive Board, holding the 
position of tribal chairman during 1991-97.
During his time as tribal chairman, Shields was widely regarded as one of the most influential 
and articulate tribal government leaders in the United States. Shields spoke in a UM O'Connor Center 
lecture series in 1999. The chairman dwelt on two of his abiding interests, Indian health and political 
rights. Former U.S. Rep. Pat Williams, now a Senior Fellow at the O'Connor Center, remarked that 
Shields was "one of the nation's most articulate and forceful Native American leaders."
Recently, Shields led a joint task force to assemble and coordinate a book, "The History of the 
Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck Indian Reservation, Montana, 1800-2000." Historians say 
this is an invaluable, comprehensive history of both written and oral accounts of the Assiniboine and 
Sioux in Montana.
According to President Dennison, the two honorary degree recipients have the standing and 
stature to provide excellent role models for the graduates, and both have close and intimate
connections to Montana. “Not only can we present to the graduates examples of our high expectations 
of them, we also have the opportunity to recognize outstanding service to the people of Montana as we 
honor these two excellent candidates with the highest award an academic institution can bestow."
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